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Answer ANY THREE questions

1. Using examples to illustrate your answers, explain:

(a) The meaning of an argument.

(b) When an argument is good or correct.

2. Referring to the traditional square of opposition or further immediate inferences, explain whether or not each of the following arguments is valid.

(a) Some philosophers are not good orators.

Therefore, some good orators are nor philosophers.

(b) All boys are non-girls.

Therefore, no boys are girls.

(c) Some philosophers are non-sociologists.

Therefore, some sociologists are non-philosophers.

(d) No multiparty advocates are democrats.

Therefore, all multiparty advocates are non-democrats.
3. (a) Differentiate between a denotative and connotative definition. Use examples to illustrate your answers.

(c) Explain the general functions of definitions.

4. State the form and then use rules to determine the validity or invalidity of each of the following categorical syllogisms.

(a) Terrorists are not religious people because people who kill innocent people are not religious people, but terrorists are people who kill innocent people.

(b) Corrupt people are people who use others as means to their ends, but people who use others as means to their ends are people who do not deserve respect. Therefore, no corrupt people are people who deserve respect.

(c) Most University students are not wise people since they commit vandalism and most people who commit vandalism are not wise people.

(d) Few lecturers at CIP are lecturers who frequently miss classes, but most lecturers who frequently miss classes are not serious lecturers. Therefore, few lecturers at CIP are not serious lecturers.

5) Identify the informal fallacies in the following arguments and explain how the arguments commit them.

To deliberately kill a human being is murder. Therefore, soldiers who kill at war cannot be excused from the charge of murder.

Since all human beings are mortal, human beings will ultimately disappear from the earth.

The philosophy of Nietzsche is not worth the paper on which it is printed. Nietzsche was an immoral person who went completely insane from syphilis before he died.

A)  Philosophers are highly intelligent people, since if they were not highly intelligent they would not be philosophers.
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